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distinction, General Pulaski was killed during
the Battle of Savannah and earned an endur-
ing place in our Nation’s history.

As we honor Casimir Pulaski this year, we
give thanks that for the first time, Poles and
Americans can proudly observe the anniver-
sary of General Pulaski’s death as NATO al-
lies. In the years to come, both our peoples
will continue to draw strength from the
memory of Casimir Pulaski and from the
courage and sacrifice of so many Poles and
Polish Americans who have helped ensure
the freedom, peace, and prosperity our two
countries enjoy today.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Monday, October
11, 1999, as General Pulaski Memorial Day.
I encourage all Americans to commemorate
this occasion with appropriate programs and
activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 12, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 13.

Remarks on the Unveiling of a
Portrait of Former Secretary of
Commerce Mickey Kantor
October 6, 1999

Thank you very much, ladies and gentle-
men. Secretary Daley, thank you for your
comments and your extraordinary leadership.
I thank Secretary and Mrs. Glickman, Sec-
retary Richardson, Ambassador Barshefsky,
John Podesta, Ambassador Zuzul from Cro-
atia for being here, and the many friends and
family members of Mickey Kantor, but espe-
cially Heidi, and Leslie and Bruce, and Doug
and Allison, and Alix—and of course, Ryan
and Zachary.

I think that when they’re old enough to
watch the videotape of this ceremony, they
will enjoy it a lot. They will see that their
father was one of America’s greatest public—
their grandfather was one of America’s great-
est public servants. They also, because of
what I am about to say, will know that he’s
known for something other than cuddles and
hugs. [Laughter] After all, you don’t earn the
title he actually earned in a poll once, there
of the ‘‘third most hated man in South
Korea’’—[laughter]—by being Mr. Nice Guy
all the time. [Laughter]

I went to South Korea, and I gave a speech
to the South Korean Parliament—and it’s al-
ways a big deal, the American President goes
to a foreign parliament. I spoke to the French
Parliament; I’ve spoken to parliaments all
over the world, and they’re always so excited
and happy, not because of me but because
it’s the United States. Not in Korea. [Laugh-
ter] They all sat there glumly, with—and they
held up little protest signs that said, ‘‘Rice.’’
[Laughter] Thanks a lot, Mickey. It was
great. [Laughter]

Secretary Daley has already alluded to this,
and I just want to say briefly, in April of 1996,
after Ron Brown and the other fine people
from the Department of Commerce died in
that terrible plane crash, I really thought
there was no one else I could turn to to run
this Department. I hesitated to ask Mickey
to do it. I thought that he had been one of
the truly most outstanding and effective
Trade Ambassadors we had every had.

But when I did ask him, without a mo-
ment’s hesitation, even though he’d rather
carry his own scheduling book and make his
own deals, he came over here to this massive
Government Department to do the Nation’s
work again. And he did it out of loyalty to
me, to Ron, to the thousands of grieving
Commerce Department employees, and to
the United States. And I am very grateful.

I like this portrait an awful lot. Mr. Polson,
you did a remarkable job. But on the way
over here, I was sort of hoping that you’d
break the mold and you would lift this curtain
and I would see Mickey in his Speedo bath-
ing suit, flexing his biceps. [Laughter] But
instead he’s got that double-breasted suit on,
he can afford now that he’s left Government
service. [Laughter]
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I want to thank Mickey for many things.
I’ve been a close friend of his for what seems
like forever now, more than 20 years. Bill
mentioned his service in the Navy. I think
it’s worth, for the record, to point out that
he served on an aircraft carrier. What you
may not know is that he and the rest of the
crew of the U.S.S. Wasp were on the
frontlines of the Cuban missile crisis, locked
eyeball-to-eyeball with Russian sailors for
those 14 harrowing days.

I think it was good preparation for the rest
of his life and the constant, constant occa-
sions he has had to call upon his steel nerves.
This has served Mickey well in everything
he’s ever done. In turning 9th inning double
plays at Vanderbilt, to dealing with 11th hour
crises in our ’92 campaign, to closing the deal
on some of the largest trade negotiations in
America’s history.

Back in 1993, when Mickey was using
those nerves of steel in a series of complex
negotiations with the Japanese, some teen-
agers were spotted at Japanese Disneyland
with a T-shirt that sums it up well. Mickey
Kantor was drawn to look like Mickey Mouse
calmly beating the dickens out of sumo wres-
tlers 10 times his size. [Laughter]

We all like watching Mickey work. If we
want to watch Mickey at all, we have to like
to watch Mickey work. [Laughter] We’ve all
seen him up for days and nights at a time
on some difficult negotiation. Instead of just
throwing in the towel or throwing a chair,
he sort of does that ‘‘I’m just a country lawyer
from Tennessee’’ routine, and you turn
around, and you’ve lost your wallet.

We all know that Mickey has on occasion
shown displays of temper—at least he has
to me, but I deserved it, and it served the
conversation well at the time. But let me say
to all of you, the thing that I like about him
so much is that he does have passion, and
he does have nerves of steel. He has courage
and a good mind, but he also, most impor-
tantly, has the right kind of heart.

When he was a teenager, he was pro-
foundly moved when his father lost his job
on the Nashville School Board because he
had the temerity to believe that Nashville
ought to abide by the Supreme Court’s order
to desegregate our schools. Later he was in-
spired by the activism of Caesar Chavez and

went down to Florida to defend poor farm
workers against labor abuses.

As Secretary Daley mentioned, Mickey
worked with Hillary on the board of the
Legal Services Corporation when President
Carter served here, helping to secure every
American’s right to equal justice under the
law. He also served on the board of the Mexi-
can American Legal Defense and Education
Fund and created an award and scholarship
in Valerie’s name. He created the Los Ange-
les Conservation Corps, giving hundreds of
young people a chance to make a difference
in their communities and exposing me to the
Corps in 1991 and 1992, which was, along
with City Year in Boston, for me, the model
that led to AmeriCorps, and has now given
over 100,000 young Americans the chance to
serve in their communities and earn some
funds to go on to college—in just 5 years,
more people than served in the first 20 years
of the Peace Corps. I am very proud of that
and very grateful to Mickey for giving me
the inspiration.

Mickey has done things that, I think, are
important for America’s politics beyond the
jobs that he’s held. He’s always believed we
could fight for the underdog and make life
good for everyone else. He was the
prototypical New Democrat, before the
phrase became popular.

When we were working on this campaign,
in ’91 and ’92, whenever he sensed the mes-
sage of the campaign drifting he would al-
ways say, ‘‘We have to prove that our party
can grow the economy, can get the deficit
down, is committed to expanding trade, not
running away from the globalized future we
all face. We have to prove that we believe
in welfare reform, that able-bodied people
can work and raise their children and suc-
ceed.’’ And he used to talk all the time about
how important it was for us to follow policies
that would drive down the crime rate and
make America safer, things that didn’t always
fall within the direct ambit of his work in
the campaign and later as trade negotiator.
And whenever he felt we were drifting away,
he would call me on the phone and say, ‘‘Re-
member what we ran; remember what we
promised; remember what we’ve got to do.’’
And still—even though he’s not in public
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service—and now that he’s not in my em-
ploy—sometimes with greater color—[laugh-
ter]—he calls and reminds me of that, if he
ever senses any drift.

So Mickey, before I turn the program over
to you and give you a chance to rebut the
charges of the Koreans, the Japanese kids,
and your President, let me say, thank you
for 21 or more remarkable years of genuine
friendship. Thank you for astonishing public
service. Thank you for being a good model,
as father and husband and citizen. And thank
you for believing in things and people,
enough to fight for what you believe in. Our
country is much better because you have
served it.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:05 p.m. in the
main lobby at the Herbert C. Hoover Building.
In his remarks, he referred to Secretary
Glickman’s wife, Rhonda; Croatian Ambassador to
the U.S. Miomir Zuzul ; and artist Steven Polson,
who painted the portrait.

Remarks at a Reception for
Representative Bart Stupak
October 6, 1999

The President. Thank you. Well, first of
all, I would like to thank our host for provid-
ing this magnificent room for us to meet in
tonight in Union Station. When I was a col-
lege student in Washington, DC, Union Sta-
tion was one of Washington’s big eyesores.
There’s a young woman here nodding; she
wasn’t even alive when I was in college. How
does she know that? [Laughter] But to see
what’s happened to it, for those of us who
love this city and its monuments, it’s a great
thing, and I’m delighted that we’re here.

I also want to acknowledge—Bart’s a good
politician; he called everybody’s name in this
audience tonight who can actually vote for
him. [Laughter] Right before I came in here,
I got a call on the cell phone from Hillary,
who is in Europe on a trip, saying to say hello
to Bart and Laurie. They are two of her favor-
ite people, and she loves the Upper Penin-
sula and its Representative.

But I think if you—everybody wants to
know why I’m here—if you want to see an
indication of why Congressman Stupak has

been so successful, I’d like for every Member
of the House of Representatives here to raise
your hand—everybody who is here in the
House: one, two, three, four, five, six, seven,
eight, nine, ten. That’s pretty good, isn’t it?
Let’s give them a hand. [Applause]

I saw seven with my bad eyesight, and I
knew that if I tried to do what he did—he
had everybody written down—[laughter]—
I’d be making a political mistake.

Anyway, I want to thank them for coming.
I also want to tell you that—Bart said I had
been to the Upper Peninsula—we had a Gov-
ernors conference in Traverse City in 1980—
I said ’88, maybe it was ’87—’87, I think.
And I went to—we were obviously in Tra-
verse City, where my most vivid memory be-
sides the beautiful lake is that impossible golf
course that Jack Nicklaus built there.

Audience member. The Bear!
The President. The Bear—and it is—and

all of the beautiful little towns around there,
including the place where they make the big-
gest cherry pie in the world—[laughter]—
in the summertime that literally took up the
whole courthouse lawn. I got a piece of that
cherry pie. [Laughter] And I’ve been trying
to get back there ever since. [Laughter]

We also went to Mackinaw Island for a
Democratic Governors meeting, and all the
then-Democratic candidates for President
came and met us there at the Grand Hotel,
where I stayed and where the then-Governor
of Michigan, Jim Blanchard, put on a
Motown revue, with Martha and the
Vandellas and Junior Walker and the All-
Stars. And they asked me to come play with
them, and I did. It was the first time I’d
played saxophone in 3 years, and I’ve been
playing ever since. So I feel—again, I mean,
from my former—so I feel very indebted to
the Upper Peninsula for a lot of things. And
I have very vivid memories of running around
the outside of Mackinaw Island jogging there
in the summertime, and how much I loved
it. So I hope I can come back.

Let me be to the point here. When we
passed the economic plan in 1993—that did
raise taxes on the wealthiest 11⁄2 percent of
the American people, but cut taxes for 15
million working families and promised to re-
duce the deficit at least $500 billion—the
very announcement of the plan, before I


